[bookmark: _Hlk139531557]American Council of the Blind Maine Board Meeting
August 17, 2023 | Location: Virtual
The meeting started at 6:34 P.M.
Rollcall
Frost, Amanda –President - P
Batson, Nathanael – Secretary - P
Peabody, Cheryl – Treasurer - P
Bebee, Carolyn - P
Fuller, Roger - P
McQuade, Joel - P
Porelle, Linda - P
Archer, Bruce – Chair - E
Sukeforth, Nichole - E
President and Vice President
· With the recent passing of Leona McKenna, ACB Maine’s President, Amanda Frost, who served as the Vice President for Leona, will take on the role of President. Amanda appointed Linda Perell to take over as Vice President.
· Linda accepted the appointment.
Nominating Committee 
There will be an email going out to see if any ACB Maine members want to serve on the nominating committee.
August Minutes
Linda motioned to accept the minutes as distributed. 
The Board unanimously accepted the minutes without any objections or abstentions. 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Board adopted the treasurer’s report.
Endowment Information
As of July 31, there is under $1,000 in the Board’s bank account.
· The Board will withdraw $10,000 from the portfolio To cover expenses through the calendar year.
· The Board DOEs NOT want to make this a precedence
· The Board projects that they will spend $4,178.89.
· Some examples of things that this $10,000 withdrawal will cover include:
· $2,000 for the convention,
· This will also cover expenses through the first four to six months of 2024, which will be the time when the Board can withdraw interest and dividends.
Linda motioned to accept the treasurer’s recommendation to withdraw $10,000 from the portfolio.
The Board did not discuss the matter any further. 
The Board unanimously voted to withdraw $10,000 from the portfolio.
· Again, this is something that SHOULD NOT be set as a precedent for future years.
College Scholarship 
The scholarship deadline has been extended to October 1.
· The Board can only offer a total of $1,500 in scholarship funds for 2023.
Possible areas to share the scholarship information include the State Rehabilitation Council and other organizations.
Cheryl will serve as the Chair of the Scholarship Committee with the entire Board serving as the Scholarship Committee.
Pine Tree Guide Dog Users (PTGU) Funding Requests
PTGU has requested $975 as a donation to help cover expenses for their website.
Linda motioned to honor the request for $975.
The Board accepted the motion to donate $975 to PTGU, with six in favor and one abstention.
White Cane Awareness Walk
First Student – one possible option for a charter bus rental – would charge $91/hr.
· They said that they would offer a discount of $63/hr.
· The Board would need the bus for approximately 6½ hours.
· The total would be around $504. 
· A SoCo charter bus charges $25/hr and $1/mile.
· This comes out to approximately $250. 
Portland is the only place offering a white cane walk.
If people want to attend the event and cannot take the charter bus, they should find another mode of transportation.
· Note: The bus will be leaving from Augusta.
Linda motioned that the Board spend up to $510 for transportation expenses for the White Cane Awareness Walk, assuming that there is sufficient interest to utilize the service.
The Board unanimously voted to accept the motion. 
WCW table – Some board members are going to privately fund Halloween treat bags for the table.
Brochure for the table – can include logo, mission statement and contact information. Cheryl and Linda will check with members who were past presidents to see if they have any brochures before drafting something new. 
ACB Maine 2023 Convention 
Linda and Amanda volunteered to serve on the committee with Linda as chair.
Committee will decide if convention will be in-person or virtual. There was some discussion on hosting a virtual convention due to costs of venues/hotel rooms in Portland (where the membership voted to host the 2023 convention).

Website Committee
Amanda and Linda serve as the website committee. Lists have been made of updates to be done by the webmaster and he is working on these updates. Leona’s obituary has been added to the website.

CVRT/AER Fall Conference

Linda reported that the CVRT/AER fall conference is being held in Portland. They are having a vendor day so ACB Maine will look into getting a table. Linda will look into costs. ACB Maine may want to share a table with Pine Tree Guide Dog Users (PTGDU).
Next Meeting
September 7th at 6:30 P.M.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:09 P.M. without any objections or abstentions. 

