American Council of the Blind Maine Board Meeting 
October 3, 2024 | Location: Virtual 
A: The meeting started at 7:46 P.M. 
B: Roll call. 
Frost, Amanda – President – P 
Porelle, Linda – Vice President – P 
Batson, Nathanael – Secretary – P 
Peabody, Cheryl – Treasurer – E 
Archer, Bruce – P 
Fuller, Roger – P 
Richards, Linda – P 
Tabor, Courtney – P 
Sukeforth, Nichole – E 
B: Acceptance of Agenda 
· The agenda was accepted  
C: Acceptance of 8 August Minutes 
· Linda P. motioned to accept the minutes as distributed 
· Roger seconded  
· The minutes were accepted as distributed without objection or abstention 
D. treasurers report 
· The charitable license is due by 11/30 
E. ACB main scholarship 
· There were two applicants 
· Linda P. motioned that each applicant receives $750 
· Bruce seconded 
· The Board voted to give each applicant $750 in scholarships 
F. hotel coverage 
· The Board discussed whether to pay the hotel fees for Board members 
· The rooms are $99+tax 
· Linda R. motioned that the Board members rooms be paid 
· Linda P. seconded 
· The Board passed the motion 
G. microphone and speaker rental 
· There will be portable microphones to rent for $75 
· These will be passed to audience members who may have a question 
· Linda P. motioned that the Board pay up to $125 on audio related equipment  
· Linda R. seconded 
· The Board passed the motion  
H. gift basket purchase 
· Amanda requested for $500 in funds to purchase goodies for gift baskets for the convention 
· These will contain goodies, each of which having a different theme (movies, food, etc.) 
· Bruce motioned that Amanda be given $500 in funds to be used for the baskets 
· Roger seconded 
· There were concerns over whether $500 is too much to spend on gift baskets, given the financial situation of ACB Maine 
· There will be gift baskets for those in-person, and a give-away for those virtually attending 
· A 50/50 raffle was also discussed 
· The Board Voted to give Amanda $500 in funds, with seven in favor and one abstention 
I. Bud Lewis community service award  
· The award will not be given this year, but will be awarded in the years following 
· The Board will discuss more logistics about the award in the coming months 
Jay: committee reports  
1.     Constitution and bylaws  
· Linda P. proposed to adapt sections of the ACB Maine Constitution:  
1)     Adapt Article 3 to omit language such as ‘residents’ or specific types of members other than voting and non-voting  
2)     Omit Article 4, which prohibits compensating Board members 
3)     Omit Article 8, which discusses the death benefit of the Council 
· The ACB Maine Constitution requires at least seven days’ notice before the Convention date to modify the Constitution 
 
2.     convention for ACB main 
· Linda P. provided the program:  
1. Starting at 9:00 with ice breakers, introductions, etc. 
2. Transportation panel: Ron Brooks from Arizona will talk about transportation; Zoe Miller with Moving Maine will discuss larger issue of transportation and how to make it local 
3.  Break 
4. Employment discussion with Anet Stevens and someone from American Printing House  
5. remembrance of those who passed away 
6. business meeting 
7. scholarship presentation 
8. shorter presentations 
9. try to have someone from ACB National Community Program give a presentation 
· The hope is to have people come in-person 
· There were concerns over whether the Board should charge extra for food for those who pay their dues at the Convention 
· One suggestion was to have a raffle that included a free ACB Maine membership for the year 
· Another suggestion was to pay $10 to register for the Convention and whoever wants to pay dues can pay 
· Linda P. motioned that the registration fee be $10 
· Linda R. seconded 
· The Board passed the motion 
· The registration cost to attend is $10; if one wants to become a member, they pay an extra $10 ($20 total) 
1. Finances 
· No updates 
4)     Fundraising 
· There may or may not be a United Bikers of Maine fundraiser 
5)     Newsletter 
· No updates 
6)     Nomination of officers and board members 
· There needs to be nominations for treasurer and two directors 
 
7)     Website  
· No updates 
K. next meeting Saturday November 2, 2024  
L. adjournment 
· Bruce motioned to adjourn 
· Linda R. seconded  
· The meeting adjourned at 9:12 P.M. without any objections or abstentions 



Thank you,

Nathanael Batson
American Council of the Blind Maine Secretary

