
American Council of the Blind of Maine
August 7, 2025 board meeting notes
 
Meeting called to order at 7:`30pm
 
A.      Attendance:
Amanda frost—P
Linda Porelle—E
Courtney Tabor—P
Bruce Archer—P
Julie Welch—P
Nathanael Batson—P
Nichole Sukeforth—p
Roger Fuller—P
Linda Richards—P
Ginger Kutsch—P
Sherri Belka—P
 
B.      Acceptance of agenda
Agenda accepted as presented
 
C.     Secretary’s report
Minutes from June 5 meeting accepted as distributed
 
D.     Treasurer’s report
Discussion of account balance and outstanding expenses
Current Bangor account balance: $6633.07
Remaining expenses include: bonding insurance,, IRS, Zoom license, webmaster, charitable solicitation, scholarship, convention
Total budget needed for end of year is $4620
Treasurer’s report accepted as presented
 
E.       Website transfer to North Star
North Star can offer two different levels of website maintenance
Option 1: $20/month, URL northstarworks/sites/acbmaine
Option 2: monthly rental is $30/month plus $75 for security, advantage is URL is acbmaine.org
Bruce moves that we opt for option 2, Linda Richards seconds. All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions
Roger will start the transfer process, which will take approximately 3 weeks
 
F. Nomination of officers
Nichole will nominate officers
 
G. Committees
Constitution and bylaws
Linda P has stepped back from constitution and bylaws
Nichole will join this committee
 
Convention
Convention will be held 11/8 9a-4p
Conference room has been reserved at Homewood Suites in Augusta
Sam’s Italian to cater for breakfast and lunch;  $600 to include finger sandwiches, hot dishes, bread sticks, desserts, salad, and fruit for breakfast
Program: 9am intro/attendance
9:15 read proposed bylaws
9:30: bud Lewis award
10am Coretta Cooper
11am Elissa Rowe
12pm lunch
Afternoon is Blind Kitchen
Chris Boynton from library
Discussion of hybrid vs. in person, decision to have hybrid convention
Discussion of setting up online payment option, Roger is working to set up Stripe
 
Finance
Plan to begin looking into lower cost tax preparation
 
Fundraising
Linda Richards is having a Sensi party, will be sending out an email with more information
Little Caesar’s fundraiser is being rescheduled until cooler months, likely October
 
Membership
Currently have 39 members
 
Newsletter
Next newsletter will be coming out soon, please send articles to Roger
 
Bud Lewis award
Ginger has come up with criteria. She will ask Bud’s wife is she is willing to come and present the award
 
Website
New site will be built and then transferred over. There will be some minimal transition times
 
H. Open discussion
Amanda has been approached by an agency that takes applications from foreign exchange students, there is a 16yo student from Latvia who is blind and in need of a host family
 
I.                         College scholarship
Scholarship application deadline for October 1
Working on circulating the application
 
Next meeting scheduled for October 2 at 7:30pm
 
Meeting adjourned 8:49pm
 
 

On Wed, Oct 8, 2025 at 8:10 PM Amanda Frost <amandafrostvpacb@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello to all, here’s our Zoom meeting ROGER could you please send this out to all members :-)
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Pomeroy <markpomeroy.2021@gmail.com>
Date: October 8, 2025 at 6:49:09 PM EDT
To: amandafrostvpacb@gmail.com
Subject: ACB zoom link 10/9/25

﻿
ACB Maine is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: ACB Maine 10/9/25
Time: Oct 9, 2025 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2073456789?pwd=BZUPp6BsJbj9p76uIkc2J478exTPSj.1&omn=86731075644

Meeting ID: 207 345 6789
Passcode: 123456

---

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,2073456789# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,2073456789# US (New York)

Join instructions
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/86731075644/invitations?signature=IE9ZvqQZGImp8vX1mnpKvsXg_mKafZ39GTZPiksUE7k

